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pulp which remains after the sugar has been extracted forms 'a
valuable food for cattle. The discovery of the fertilizing powers
of Stassfurt salts has increased the area under beet, and at the
same time improved the yield per acre, while the proximity of
coal has facilitated the manufacture of sugar. Previous to 1914
Germany was the chief producer of beet-sugar, and provided about
one-third of the world's supply of that commodity. There is no
doubt that the development of the industry was greatly aided by
the bounties granted by the Government on foreign exports, and
for some time after the Brussels Convention came into force (1903)
there was a decided decrease in the amount of sugar produced.
The mineral wealth of the region is not of great importance.
Bog ores are found at Grabow in the valley of a tributary of the
Warta, and elsewhere, and sent to Silesia. Cement lime is obtained
at Buxtehude, near Stettin, and supplies the large cement works
of that town. Amber, a fossilized resinous product derived
from a former coniferous vegetation, occurs mainly along the
coast of Samland. At Sperenberg, south of Berlin, there are salt
beds of exceptional thickness belonging to the younger Primary
rocks.
Manufactures are in the main confined to the larger towns
and seaports, which in the east are chiefly concerned with
the preparation for market of raw materials, and with supplying
the more immediate demands of an agricultural population. In
Brandenburg, Berlin, with its suburbs, is of greater import-
ance ; manufactures of chemicals, textiles, electrical apparatus,
machinery, and scientific instruments are aH extensively carried
on, and clothing and furniture are made in large quantities.
Leipzig, which owes much of its importance to its situation on a
southern inlet of the North German Lowland offering special
facilities for trade, is engaged in the manufacture of textiles of all
kinds, machinery, musical instruments, and scientific apparatus.
Breslau, as a result of its position on the navigable Oder almost in
the centre of Silesia, and with coalfields in the neighbourhood, has
become one of the most important industrial and commercial
towns in the east of Germany. Into the Munster " bay," also,
industries are beginning to press forward, favoured by the proximity
of the Ruhr coalfield, and Munster itself has become a manufecturing
town of some importance. Of the seaports on the Baltic, Stettin